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He is not here…
He is not here; he has risen, just as he said
(Matth. 28:6 NIV).
You may remember me confusing you by
talking about the cross instead of the cradle
in our Christmas newsletter…. now you may
think ‘hey, Easter is already behind us’. Yes,
we celebrated western Easter a week ago,
but the eastern Churches celebrate their
Easter one week later….
These days a beautiful mini-series about
the suffering, crucifixion and resurrection
of Jesus Christ will be broadcast in the Arab
world. Preachers, musicians and singers from several different denominations
worked together to proclaim the Gospel of
Easter in a region that needs our risen Lord
so desperately.
The Coptic Orthodox Christians in Egypt
who feel insecure and anxious about their
future already, lost their spiritual leader,
Baba Shenouda, last March on top of that.
The Coptic Pope has led the largest Church
in the Middle-East for more than forty years.
Please pray for the Coptic Christians and for
new leadership of this age-old Church.
Please also continue praying for the ministry
of Arab Vision; our organization celebrates
its 15th anniversary this year, and we are
grateful for the thousands of life-changing
TV programs that we have been able to produce and broadcast during the past years.
Please continue helping us to fulfill our mission, by your prayers and financial support!
May God bless you.

Umm al-Farieq
International Director Arab Vision

Our faith influenced by Early Church History?
Our books on church history have a tendency to focus on Europe in regard to the
beginnings of our history. After looking at the history of the early church in the bible itself,
we often quickly jump to ‘Rome’ as if that is where our history began. Are we aware at all
of the deep influence of the African theologians on our church history and on our Christian
beliefs today?
Arab Vision is planning the
production of a TV program series
in the Arabic languages of Libya
and Tunisia, presenting major
church leaders who originated
in those countries. North-Africa,
now predominantly Islamic, can
be proud of its Christian heritage.
This has deeply influenced the
theology of the whole Christian
church.
The apostle Mark was born in
Libya; just like the heretical Arius
by the way. St Augustine was
from Tunisia; Tertullian and bishop Cyprian were from Carthage, Tunisia as well.
By presenting the history and ideas of these and other church leaders, we have a great
opportunity to present the Gospel to the Arab world. Major themes like original sin, Trinity,
redemption through Jesus Christ, can be explained to the audiences in a very natural way,
in the context of presenting the objective history of the North African church.
Not only will we be able to present the Gospel naturally and clearly to the audience, but we
can also show how these countries flourished while still being Christian nations, and that
Tunisians, Algerians and Libyans can be proud of their own Christian history.

We celebrate the risen Lord!
In a series of three programs Arab Vision will bring the Gospel of the suffering, death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ on TV during eastern Easter. On Good Friday, Holy
Saturday and Easter Sunday a hundred minute episode will be broadcast on each day,
throughout the Arab world.
Church leaders of several denominations will contribute to these programs by presenting
a meditation; the songs and music will
have a mix of oriental, orthodox, and
evangelical ‘flavour’. Through these
programs we want to encourage our
brothers and sisters in the Arab world, we
also want to emphasize the need for unity
among the Arab churches, and invite
Muslims to consider the Gospel of Easter.
In order to cover the budget of this series
for Easter, we still need $1500. Please
consider helping us and send your (small)
donation!

I am a Muslim, I saw Jesus in a dream. Hij appeared to all of us: my husband, my
children, and myself. We love to know more about him – woman from Mansoura, Egypt

Coptic-Orthodox Pope Shenouda III died in March
At the age of 89 and after 41 years of leading the Coptic-Orthodox
Church, baba Shenouda died on 17 March. Pope Shenouda was among
other things well-known and beloved for his weekly bible-studies,
which were attended by 5000-6000 people every week. He wrote many
books and planted churches and monastries all over the world. Apart
from a great missionary vision he had a warm heart for the poor; he
had weekly meetings with needy people whom he supported and
encouraged by giving advice, prayer and money.
Pope Shenouda stressed the need for strong biblical education, with a
focus on young people. The Coptic Church grew tremendously under
the leadership of Pope Shenouda.
In these days of insecurity and fear among the Coptic Christians, it is
especially hard for them to have to miss father Shenouda. Please pray
for the Coptic-Orthodox Christians and for wisdom for the appointment
for a new Coptic Church leader (the appointment may already have
happened at the moment of publication of this newsletter).

I am a child of African immigrants who came
to Saudi-Arabia 55 years ago. After I had been
watching Christian TV programs on satellite
channels, I had a vision of Jesus appearing
as the Light. Since that moment I feel peace
in my heart. This inner peace has led me to
accept Jesus as my Savior and Lord. I want to
serve him. Please pray for my spiritual growth
in Him – male from Saudi-Arabia

Follow-Up: ‘People matter’

Samia, head of our follow-up team, looking back at 2011.
“We are greatful to God for His many
blessings in the past year. The number of
audience from poor areas continued to
grow. We found that women are especially
in need for getting into contact with
someone with whom they can share their
emotions and problems; someone who
is really interested in them as a person,
accepting them and listening to them. And
someone who can pray with them. The
number of responses and conversations
grew in 2011.
Also, we are grateful that God provided for
counselors who are specialized in helping
people with spiritual and psychological
problems. We could also help and support
many people with practical needs, like
finding jobs and medical support. Some
medical doctors served in our ministry by
giving free consults.
The variety of TV programs that Arab Vision
produces and broadcasts, led to a variety of

people contacting us, of several age groups
and backgrounds. Many requests for help
were related to marriage and sex issues, and
to problems due to domestic violence.
In 2011 we were blessed with the support
of the local bible society which made bibles
and study-books available.

As a team for follow-up we are supposed
to encourage responders, and assist them.
But you can not imagine how we were
encouraged ourselves by listening to so
many testimonies throughout the year!
Sometimes people with whom we had
been praying some years ago, got back to
us with their life-changing
testimonies. Our work is
all about people, it’s the
people who matter, no
matter how long we have
to continue praying for
people.’
Please join us in prayer for
our follow-up team and for
our audience responding to
our TV programs. You can
also support the followup department of Arab
Vision financially. Find more
information about how you
can do that on page 3.

Special People

Almost producing…

Leila, assistant-director loves details. Like no one else she focuses on organizing schedules,
shooting, and other project aspect to the final degree. The last production Leila worked on,
was a series on ‘ordinary’ special
people. She was immensely
impressed by many of the life
stories she came across. One
of them was the testimony of
a woman who suffered from
cancer and was healed in a
miraculous way. Another about a
man addicted to drugs, who was
healed and who is now working
with drug-addicts. And then the
story of another woman who
was raped; she is now helping
other women with the same experience. Leila: “For this production we have interviewed
women who were helped by this lady, and we were impressed by the testimonies we have
heard. Sexual abuse happens a lot here, but is still a strong taboo. We are pleased to see
how producing and broadcasting these programs help people to overcome their feelings of
shame, and pick up the phone to call for help.”

I thank God because a miracle
“happened
to me; I tried to
become pregnant for five years
and now I am pregnant! Please,
pray for me
woman from Alexandria, Egypt

”

Your help needed
EASTER PROGRAMS – US$1500 NEEDED
Meditations and music about the suffering, death and resurrection of
Jesus witness to the Gospel from several different denominations. Will
you support us by donating towards the last amount needed to cover
the budget?

REPLACE PRODUCTION EQUIPMENT – SMALL AND LARGE
DONATIONS NEEDED
Our productions-equipment is used very intensively; because of the
climate in which we operate, combined with the huge amounts of
dust and desert sand, the equiptment gets worn out fast. Cameras
and editing suites need to be replaced this year, but also smaller
pieces of equipment like microphones. Your contribution assigned to
‘equipment’ will be used directly for that goal!

FOLLOW-UP! – SUPPORT A FOLLOW-UP WORKER FOR US$150
PER MONTH
Please find more about Arab Vision’s follow-up team and their ministry
on page 2. Please consider supporting one part-time worker with your
monthly donation of US$150.

This is a statement of faith J ; Arab Vision
is hoping to start the production of a
new series in which the Gospel is clearly
explained, addressing Muslims’ specific
questions about Christian concepts that
are difficult for them to accept or to
understand. This series will be presented
by a highly respected Arab Christian bibleteacher.
We also started with the pre-production
of a documentary-series on the Christian
roots of Libya and Tunisia (see also the
article on page 1); we are eager to start
filming these programs this year. Please
pray for timely and sufficient funds for
these two TV program series.

Now on TV ...
Testimonies of Arab women
Where? Miracle Channel on Hot Bird,
13’ east, freq 10949 vertical
Miracle Channel on Nile Sat, 7’ west,
freq 10815 vertical.
When? Tuesday 13:00, Thursday
12:10 and Saturday 18:00 h.
Ordinary, special people…
Where? Sat7 on Nile Sat, 7’ west, TXP8,
freq 11355 vertical
When? Monday 11:45 h.
Raising Children based on biblical
principles
Where? Sat7 on Nile Sat, 7’ west, TXP8,
freq 11355 vertical
When? Tuesday and Thursday 10:15
and 16:15 h.
Pastoral program for Women
Where? Life TV (Al Hayat) on Hot Bird,
13’ east, freq 11411 horizontal
When? Monday 11:30, Tuesday 15:30,
Wednesday 03:30, Thursday 15:30,
Friday 03:30 and Saturday 11:30 h.
Kurdish programs
Where? Life TV (Al Hayat) on Hot Bird,
13’ east, freq 11411 horizontal
When? Monday 22:00, Tuesday 12:30
and Thursday 20:00 h.

If you want to pray regularly
for the Arab world and the
ministry of Arab Vision, please
sign up for our bi-weekly email
prayer letter.
Fill out the form on our website
www.arabvision.org.

You can make your donation securely online at www.arabvision.org

Arab world on the road to democracy?
It may be an illusion to think that we will soon find Western style democracies in the Arab
world. It is highly questionable that we should even look for that sort of democracy. But there
has been changes in the region that can never be reversed.

Encouragement from
North-Africa!

Together with the churches of the Arab world, Arab Vision is working on a program series
that will support Arab Christians to take their position in changing societies. We have been
writing about this production before; we are now in the pre-production stage and the first
shootings will take place in April. In four documentaries of 30 minutes each, the role of the
Church in these challenging times will be highlighted. Church leaders, but also prominent
persons of the Muslim Brotherhood will give their vision on democracy processes. Topics like
the concept of democracy in an Arab context, democracy in the light of faith and religions
(Christianity, Judaism and Islam), religion and human rights, diversity and tolerance, will be
discussed.
Besides religious leaders, people from various background are being inteviewed, like
musicians, soccer players and Arab celebrities.

This series aims to activate the discussion about mutual relations, tolerance and respect in the
public domain. Once finished, the programs will not only be used for satellite broadcasting,
but also as tools for youth- and other movements that are ready to contribute to a better
future of their home-countries.

CONTACT & FINANCE INFO
In Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia
and New Zealand, cheques can be sent to
Interserve with a cover letter indicating that
the money is meant for Arab Vision.

Arab Vision Trust Fund
PO Box 21258
1505 Nicosia, Cyprus
E-mail: contact@arabvision.org
Website: www.arabvision.org
In the USA, checks can be sent directly to
our American office. Arab Vision Inc. is a
501(c)3 organization.
Arab Vision, Inc.
P.O. Box 110354
Dallas TX 75011
You may also donate by paying through
our website www.arabvision.org. This is a
secure payment facility.

Interserve
PO Box 231
Bayswater
Victoria 3153
AUSTRALIA

Interserve
10 Huntingdale Blvd
Scarborough, ON
M1W 2S5
CANADA

Interserve
PO Box 10244
Auckland 1030
NEW ZEALAND

Interserve
5/6 Walker Avenue
Wolverton Mill
Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW
UNITED KINGDOM

Earlier this year our international director
participated in a network conference
for the Middle-East and North-Africa.
Hundreds of representatives of Christian
ministries, local church leaders and
Christians from a variety of Arab countries,
and donor organizations met, to
strengthen partnerships and start new
contacts for cooperation. It was good to
see how, especially in the programs on
North-Africa work, the Northafricans took
the leasd. How many times in history
have we seen ‘the Westerners’ telling
how things ought to be done, often
being oblivious of any local cultural and
historical background?
Some years ago Arab Vision produced
a number of series for Tunisia. By that
time those programs were the very first
Christian TV programs every broadcast in
the local Tunisian Arabic language. Those
programs had a tremendous impact:
Christians in Tunisia found out that
they were not the only believers in their
country, and they could now get into
contact with other believers too! Others
for the first time in their lives, accepted
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.
Now we could witness the blessing of
three new Tunisian pastors, each of them
with a moving personal testimony about
how they had become Christians against
all odds. We were also encouraged by
the stories about more openness for
the Gospel in Tunisia, about the careful
Christian work in Morocco, and about the
opportunities that are unfolding in Libya.
We serve a mighty God and we have very
brave brothers and sisters in the Arab
world; they need our prayers, but they
also pray for us and encourage us in other
parts of the world!

Arab Christians proclaiming the Gospel on TV in the Arab World

